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Ford Says Warren Panel 


WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 (AP) — 
Former President Gerald R. Ford told 
Congress today that the Warren commis- 
sion would have broadened its inquiry 
into the murder of President Kennedy 
had it known of plots by the Central In- 
telligence Agency to assassinate the 
Cuban leader, Fidel Castro. 

But he said he doubted that such an 
inquiry would have altered the commis- 
sion’s conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald 
killed Mr. Kennedy and that he acted 
alone. 

Mr. Ford, one of the three members of 
the commission who . are still living, tes- 
tified before the Select House Committee 
on Assassinations. The other two, former 
Senator John Sherman Cooper of Ken- 
tuck and John J. McCloy, former Ken- 
nedy adviser, have been called to testify 


in the current House inquiry. 

Mr. Ford said the commission knew 
nothing about C.I.A. plots to assassinate 
Mr. Castro and agency contacts with or- 
ganized crime figures as part of those 
plots. 

“Had the Warren Commission known 
of assassination plots directed against 
Castro, this might have affected the ex- 
tent of the commission’s inquiry,” he 
said. “It certainly would have required 
the commission to extend its inquiry into 
those operations. But I don’t think they, 
in and of themselves, would have chang- 
ed the conclusions.” 

In general, the former President de- 
fended the commission’s work as 
thorough. 

Mr. Ford, who was House Republican 


Heard of No Plot 


leader at the time he served on the com- 
mission, acknowledged that he relayed 
information about the commission’s or- 
ganizational affairs to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. But he said he had had 
no agreement with the F.B.I. to slip in- 
formation to it secretly during the com- 
mission’s. investigative phase. 

Told of Internal Battle 

Mr. Ford acknowledged that he met 
twice in December 1963 with Cartha De- 
Loach, a top aide to J. Edgar Hoover, 
then F.B.I. director, and told Mr. De- 
Loach of the commission’s internal battle 
over the hiring of a staff director. 

He said he and Mr. DeLoach also dis- 
cussed one piece of information the com- 
mission had received but that nothing in 
his personal records showed any contacts 


with Mr. DeLoach after Dec, 19, 1963. 

Reading from a carefully worded state- 
ment, the former President said Mr. De- 
Loach s memos of those meetings “ap- 
pear to be accurate, but the relationship 
mentioned by Mr. DeLoach did not con- 
tinue during the commission’s inves- 
tigative phase.” 

The commission, headed by the late 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, was created a 
week after President Kennedy was slain 
in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. It was as- 
signed to get to the root of the assassina- 
tion and the murder of Mr. Oswald by 
Jack Ruby. 

After nearly a year of work, the com- 
mission published a 26-volume report 
that became a target of criticism and 
controversy. 



